
SmartTrack Western Corridor Feasibility Review

 

Eglinton West LRT



|  What we heardEglinton West LRT

Questions raised at previous Public Meetings

  1. Where are we in the process?

  2.  Why is the Eglinton West Rapid Transit  
Project important?

  3. Why LRT? Why not BRT?

  4. Can the LRT go underground?

  

5. Do we have enough ROW for an LRT?

6. What does LRT look like?

7.  How will it impact traffic? Will it produce  
more congestion?

8. What kind of noise/pollution will it produce?



 

|  Where are we in the process?Eglinton West LRT

In conducting a preliminary assessment of the 
LRT and BRT, six (6) options were assessed.  

Work underway to review the approved EA including consideration  
of between 8 and 14 stations and grade separations at select locations. 

 OPTION   NUMBER OF STOPS  SUGGESTED STOP LOCATIONS   DEGREE OF GRADE SEPARATION

1.  EA Approved - Designed for Local Access 14 + 3 at Airport At grade

2. Speed and Access Balance 8 +3 at Airport At grade

3. Maximize Speed 3 + 3 at Airport At grade

4. Grade Separated at Intersections 3 + 3 at Airport Grade separated at major arterials

5. Reduced Stops + Highest Speed 3 + 3 at Airport Elevated or underground

6. BRT 14 stops Dedicated lane
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|  Why is this LRT important?Eglinton West LRT

•  Closes the gap in the network
  –  Continuation of Crosstown provides connection to  

airport area and west end

•  Serves planned population and employment growth

•   Provides sustainable transportation choices  
that meet the needs of continued growth

•  Meets city-building objectives:
  –  Helping shape our evolving neighbourhoods
  –  Creating connected spaces and investing in social and  

physical services and infrastructure, which are fundamental  
to the city’s quality of life

  –  Developing an attractive and safe city that evokes pride,  
passion and a sense of belonging 

EA Approved LRT 
Option (2009)

• 14 stops

• Surface alignment

•  Link between  
Mississauga  
Transitway and  
The Crosstown 
(under construction)

Source: Metrolinx



Do we have enough right-of-way?

Why LRT? Why not BRT? Why not go underground?

VS

Eglinton West LRT

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
•   Unfavourable transfer  

locations
•  Nominal ridership attraction
•  Key consideration were:
  -  How Eglinton West transit  

would connect to the  
Mississauga BRT 

  -  Whether the transfer  
between LRT and BRT  
should occur at Renforth  
Gateway in the west, or at  
Jane/Mt. Dennis in the east. 

Light Rapid Transit (LRT)
•    Premium service offering  

significantly better passenger 
experience

•      Lower cost than subway  
and heavy rail

•    Reliable
•    Ability to attract growth
•    Higher capacity ridership  

than BRT
•    Favourable transfer location

Light Rapid Transit (LRT)
•    The approved EA was for at-grade LRT

•     Grade separations will be examined at select locations as part of the  
review of the EA, including:

   -  Underground 
   -  Elevated
   -  Alignment alternatives

Corridor Constraints – on Citywide Zoning By-law Map (2013)

Eglinton West Corridor Development Applications (May 2013)
Eglinton Avenue is in a suburban community, with wide right-of-way 
(ROW) and no current provision for on-street parking. 
Additionally:
•    ROW requirements have been preserved
•    Sale of lands by Build Toronto does not impact current ROW requirements
•    LRT creates the opportunity to improve the streetscape and public realm  

and raise the market profile of the corridor.

HIGHWAY INTERCHANGE 
AND HYDRO CORRIDOR

WATERWAYS NARROW 
RIGHT-OF-WAY



How will it impact traffic/will it produce more congestion?

|  What does LRT look like?

What kind of noise/pollution will it produce?

What does LRT look like?

Eglinton West LRT

LRT offers a premium passenger experience with improved comfort, 
reliability, and attractive design. LRT vehicles will offer a much higher 
capacity than streetcars and buses, will operate more quickly due to 
less frequent stopping and have a dedicated Right-of-way with signal 
priority at intersections. 

Emergency vehicles will be able to use the dedicated LRT ROW to by-
pass regular traffic in the event of an emergency, which may result in 
improved response times.

LRT does not impede traffic, as they travel on a 
dedicated right-of-way separate from regular  
traffic. LRT can have the same capacity as 16 lanes 
of free-flowing traffic yet it requires the space of 
just two lanes of road, capacity to move people 
and improve transportation choices. 

Left turns will be permitted at most signalized  
intersections. Options such as underground or  
elevated designs are being examined to address 
any intersections that may be impacted.

Compared with typical streetcar platforms LRT platforms will:
•  Be wider and longer
•  Provide shelter along the entire length
•  Be accessible to mobility devices at every stop
•  Lit all night
•  Include ticket vending machines
•  Most intersections will have farside platforms with left turn lanes

 LRT produces about the same or less noise as general 
suburban traffic, about 60 dBa.

LRT produces near-zero emissions meaning low  
impact air quality and making it the right choice  
for the environment.

Rustling Leaves = 20 dBA Quack = 60 dBA Jet take-off = 100-120 dBA

Source: Metrolinx

Source: Metrolinx

Source: Metrolinx



|  Next StepsEglinton West LRT

May 2016  –   Public consultation on emerging preferred LRT alignment  
and station locations

  –   Development of preferred alignment and station locations 
within the Eglinton corridor including:

   •   Possible underground or elevated options 

   •  Alternate ROW configurations

June 2016    –   Report to Executive Committee and Council on preliminary  
assessment

Next Steps    –   Continue collaboration with Metrolinx  and advance  
Business Case Analysis

 –   Develop conceptual design for preferred alignment 

  –  Issue Notice of Commencement for amendment to the  
approved EA


